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   Citizens of these United States live and thrive on the idea of “America, land of the free, home of the brave,” that foundational belief held long and sacred since control from the British was taken away more than two hundred years ago. 

   Even before the Revolutionary War, the world lived under the control of religious zealots/fanatics who murdered, massacred and destroyed while masquerading in the name of religion. Not much has changed since the days of religious wars in that the aristocracy (wealthy) used the religion in favor at the time to control the population considered poor (landless as in owning no property). 

  Republican efforts to repeal health care reform reached an almost religious fervor since passage of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act in 2010 (PPACA), and by some accounts, there were fourteen tries. Republicans are champions on a number of issues – tax breaks for the wealthy at the head of the list.

   Political expediency has always been liberally used by Republicans, never hesitant to widen the gap between the wealthy and poor, but now even that has changed to “the gap between the wealthy and middle class/poor.” 
   What even by this writer’s own admission is a real stretch, an analogy demonstrative that the same mentality exists today as existed in the time of the religious wars can be made. 

   During the recent recession, a major factor was the debt of homeowners “underwater” on their mortgages as it came to be described. Debt relief was recognized as imperative to the economic recovery and revisited by the Obama Administration when the recovery failed to gain full momentum. The scandals that surfaced in Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac brought to the attention of the Administration the critical factor mortgage debt played in the slowed recovery. Even Mitt Romney’s top adviser supported the idea of refinancing mortgages for homeowners with little or no equity, reasoning that paying less interest would free up money that could be spent and help the economy rather than drag it down. 

   Providing the roadblock Republicans needed to derail the economic recovery was a leftover from the Bush Administration, Edward DeMarco. While not actually appointed by former President Bush, DeMarco became Acting Director when the Bush appointee resigned in 2009, which translates to a person who was not confirmed by the Senate became Acting Director of the agency that oversees Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. Republicans have blocked every attempt by the Obama Administration to confirm a new director.
   DeMarco has remained Acting Director here into the fourth year of President Obama’s Administration. Mortgage debt relief has been blocked by Demarco at every attempt by the Administration, leading to continued foreclosures (thousands upon thousands) that could have been prevented by refinancing. The toll foreclosures have taken throughout this country, in some areas decimating families and entire communities, cannot be quantified with any real accuracy. But it has definitely added to the number of people referred to in the olden days as “landless,” and in far too many families ending up homeless. 

   A parallel statistic is the massive number of people who lost jobs, also lost health insurance, meaning that without the PPACA, those with existing conditions could be refused health insurance.

   But then, Republican expediency provides a pass on accuracy as the country got a look at one of the Republican attempts to repeal the PPACA. One attempt with the audacious title, “Repealing the Job-Killing Health Care Act,” portrayed an analysis by the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) as revealing a statistic that health care reform would kill 650,000 jobs. The problem with that statistic is no such number is found in the CBO analysis. 
   Ignored by Republicans still downright rabid to repeal the PPACA is lack of a plan to replace it. After all, the Romney camp can hardly use the Romney plan in place in Massachusetts (passed while Romney was Governor of that state) as the new, best plan for America – it is so similar to the PPACA passed in 2010,  Republicans ignoring the similarities is an admission in and of itself. 
   Now with Paul Ryan on board as the Vice Presidential candidate, truth will take a vacation for the remainder of the election. Not known for being fond of truth and details, Ryan has spent most of his adult life as an elected politician, not working for a living as us ordinary Americans do. 
   Even before Ryan was selected, Republicans attacked President Obama with an outright lie claiming the President eliminated the work requirement for those receiving welfare. Even top Republican strategists failed to see the imbedded racial implication inherent in such a lie. Were Republicans asleep at the wheel when the work requirement issue surfaced early in the Obama Administration when the requirement was actually increased?  
   Ryan’s acceptance speech was “slick” in other claims but adept at the same time. As an example, Ryan blamed the President for the closure of the General Motors plan in his (Ryan’s) hometown, a plant that was not closed but placed on “deactivated” status, meaning it is on standby and can be reopened once demand for production increases sufficiently. The problem with Ryan’s lie is that the plant was placed on deactivated status in June of 2008 while former President George W. Bush was still President, seven months before President Obama took the oath of office. 

   Ryan also deceived America by failing to disclose his part in rejecting the Bowles-Simpson debt commission’s urgent report, the one Republicans cannot abide – the urgent report recommended budget cuts AND revenue increases. 

   Ryan’s affinity for fast and loose with not only the facts but the truth is telling of a person who hopefully will not ever become one heartbeat away from the Presidency. 

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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